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Q:  Where do I send my notification letter?

A:  Federal Aviation Administration
Office of Security and        
Hazardous Materials Safety

 P .O. Box 25810 
 Oklahoma City, OK  73125

Q: Can I fax my notification letter?

A: Yes, our fax number is
(405) 954-4989.

Q: How long do I have to report my
alcohol or drug related Motor 
Vehicle Action (MVA)?

A: You have 60 days from the
effective date of the 
administrative action (i.e . 
driver’s license suspension, 
revocation or cancellation) or 
conviction. 

Q: What is the likelihood that the
FAA will discover that a pilot has
an alcohol or drug related MVA
and did not report it?

    

A : FAA Form No. 8500-8 “Application

Q:  What is the standard penalty for
two alcohol or drug related MVAs 
within a three-year period?

A:  Generally, when two MVAs are
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properly reported, a 120-day 
suspension of all Part 61 
certificates is appropriate. 
However, if the MVAs were not 
reported, the sanction is 
increased by 30 days for each 
MVA not reported. [See 14 
C.F.R. § 61.15(d)]

for Airman Medical” contains an 
express consent provision, which 
authorizes the FAA to cross 
reference with records on file with 
the National Driver Register (NDR) 
pertaining to a pilot’s driving 
record. This cross reference is done 
each time an airman applies for a 
new certificate.



BACKGROUND 

Federal Aviation Administration
Airman DUI/DWI Program

In an effort to keep skies safe, the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) recognizes that pilots with a 
behavioral tendency to take unsafe risks in a motor 
vehicle may correlate into unsafe actions in an aircraft.

Through a Congressional act issued in November of 1990, 
the FAA established a Driving Under the Influence (DUI) 
and Driving While Impaired (DWI) Compliance Program.  
The final rule is found in Title 14 Code of Federal 
Regulations (CFR) - Part 61.

REGULATIONS 

14 C.F.R. § 61.15 contains regulations pertaining to 
alcohol/drug related motor vehicle actions (MVAs).  
While much detail is contained in these regulations, 
here is an excerpt of those regulations which may be of 
particular interest:

14 C.F.R. § 61.15    Offenses involving alcohol or drugs
(c) For the purposes of paragraphs (d), (e), and (f) of this

section a motor vehicle action means:
(1) A conviction after November 29, 1990, for the

violation of any Federal or state statute relating to the
operation of a motor vehicle while intoxicated by alcohol
or a drug, while impaired by alcohol or a drug, or while
under the influence of alcohol or a drug;

(2) The cancellation, suspension, or revocation of a license
to operate a motor vehicle after November 29, 1990, for
a cause related to the operation of a motor vehicle while
intoxicated by alcohol or a drug, while impaired by
alcohol or a drug, or while under the influence of alcohol
or a drug…

(d) Except for a motor vehicle action that results from the
same incident or arises out of the same factual
circumstances, a motor vehicle action occurring
within 3 years of a previous motor vehicle action
is grounds for:

(1) Denial of an application for any certificate, rating or
authorization issued under this part for a period of up to
1 year after the date of the last motor vehicle action: or

(2) Suspension or revocation of any certificate or rating
issued under this part.

(e) Each person holding a certificate issued under this
part shall provide a written report of each motor
vehicle action to:

The report must include:

(1) The person’s name, address, date of birth, and
airman certificate number;

(2) The type of violation that resulted in the conviction or the
administrative action;**

(3) The date of the conviction or administrative action;
(4) The state that holds the record of conviction or

administrative action; and
(5) A statement of whether the motor vehicle action resulted

from the same incident or arose out of the same factual
circumstances related to a previously reported motor
vehicle action.

** Administrative action is defined as - a suspension, 
cancellation, or revocation of a driver’s license. Refusing to 
submit to a chemical or blood test or having one’s driver’s 
license revoked due to driving with an excessive blood 
alcohol level are common examples of administrative actions.

To enhance the efficiency of processing, please utilize the 
sample notification letter located on FAA’s DUI/DWI website:
www.faa.gov/go/duidwi  

Note:    Separate notification letters are required for each 
              administrative action and conviction, even though 
              the actions may be related to the same event. 

Additionally, motor vehicles may be interpreted as any 
vehicle operated by motor such as a snowmobile, boat, 
golf cart, all-terrain vehicle, etc., depending on state statutes.
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Not later than 60 days after the motor vehicle action. 
• Airman DUI / DWI Resources
• Reporting Requirements
• Sample Notification Letter / Form
• History of the DUI / DWI Program

Notify the FAA within 60 days of the motor 
vehicle action. 

Write a notification letter utilizing the sample 
notification letter on the FAA’s DUI/DWI website: 
www.faa.gov/go/duidwi  

Mail your notification letter to:
Federal Aviation Administration
Office of Security and Hazardous Materials Safety 
P.O. Box 25810
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73125

or
Fax your notification letter to:
(405) 954-4989




